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A battle-of-the-sexes comedy inspired by a classic 

Shakespeare’s play.  

We are in Padua, in the 16th century. All the men in the city 

want to marry “the fair Bianca” but tradition states that she can’t 

get married until her older sister Katherine gets wed. Everybody 

runs away from her, due to her temper. 

Petruccio is a foreigner that arrives in Padua looking for 

fortune and a wife. He makes a deal with Bianca and 

Katherine’s father, a very wealthy man: he will get her dowry if 

he is able to tame the shrew and marry her. Will he be able to 

do it or will he be the tamed one instead? 



 

 

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon (England) in 1564, 

although it’s not known exactly when. He was middle-class: his dad was a leather 

worker and a mayor, and his mother was the wealthy Mary Arden.  

Because of his writing style and content, it is assumed that Shakespeare was well 

educated although we have no records of where he was actually educated. It is 

assumed he attended grammar school in Stratford-upon Avon and there is no record of 

him ever attending a university. 

He married Anne Hathaway in 1582 when he was 18 and she was 26. 

There is little information about his life between 1585 and 1592 −a period called 

"The Lost Years". However, by 1592, he was acting and living in London without his 

family (who stayed in Stratford-upon-Avon). He worked as an actor and playwright for 

the acting troupe called Lord Chamberlain's Men, later called the King's Men after 

they began performing for King James. He was a favorite playwright of Queen 

Elizabeth and her successor, King James. He also was a businessman, becoming a 

part owner of the Globe Theater, a popular theater in London. 

In 1611, he had enough money to buy New House in Stratford-upon-Avon, and 

move back home. Although he had  monetary comfort, he continued to write plays. 

In 1616 at the age of 52, William Shakespeare died of unknown causes. He was 

buried in the Holy Trinity Church in Stratford-upon-Avon.  

His most popular plays are: 

 Romeo & Juliet 

 Hamlet 

 Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 Macbeth 

 Othello 

 The Merchant of Venice 

 King Lear 

 The Tempest 

 Much Ado About Nothing 

 Richard III 

 The Taming of the Shrew 

 The Twelfth Night 

 Henry V 

 As You Like It 

 



 

Gloria March was born in Valencia, where she starts 

studying Performing Arts, completing her training in Minsk 

(Belorussia).  

In Madrid, she studied with master professors like 

Consuelo Trujillo, Augusto Fernandes, Bruce Meyers, and 

Claudio Tolcachir.  

In 2007 she created the theater company Los Anacolutos 

where she writes, directs and performs in plays such as 

Small Café, Si la noche deja algo, and El Pez. 

She has worked with several different companies like El 

Conde de Torrefiel (La chica de la agencia de viajes nos 

dijo que había piscina en el apartamento as part of 

Madrid’s Festival de Otoño) or Sleepwalk Collective 

(Domestica). 

She has been on several national tours performing both in 

Spanish and English. She has also worked on TV series 

like Crematorio o Gran Reserva. 

 

 

Jesús Sarmiento was born in Madrid, although he grew up 

in León. He lived in United States, where he studied 

Performing Arts and had their first professional experiences, 

starring in Ten Little Indians, by Agatha Christie, or the 

musical A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, 

by Stephen Sondheim. 

In Madrid, he completed the 4-year program at Estudio 

Corazza, and also professional seminars with master 

professors, such as Andrea Haring, Augusto Fernandes, Jean-

Guy Lecat, and Consuelo Trujillo, among others. 

As an actor, his stage experience includes Sueño sin título, 

directed by Juan Carlos Corazza, and The dying Gaul, by 

Craig Lucas, directed by Francisco Olmo. Her has been on 

several national tours performing both in Spanish and English. 

As a director, he starts in 2013 with Staircase, by Charles 

Dyer. In movies, he has worked with directors like Álex 

Quiroga or Use Pastrana. 

He is a founding member of the company Teatro sin Red and 

he is also teaches Acting at the Casa del Actor Foundation.  



 
 

This production has two performance options, depending on 

the audience it is aimed at.  

On one hand, there is the educational option, in which the 

play is performed entirely in English and it is intended for 

teenagers over 14 and adults who are learning English. 

Although it is an adaptation of Shakespeare’s play with an 

easier language, the audience needs to have certain level of 

English to be able to understand it and enjoy it. It is a funny way 

to learn a language, decontextualizing it from classes and 

learning centers. 

On the other hand, there is the regular Spanish performance, 

aimed at a general audience. It is both a biting comedy and an 

anachronistic adaptation of a classic Shakespeare play, which 

will make people come out with a different perspective on what 

a classic play is. 

In both cases, it is a lively-rhythm biting-wit comedy that 

includes audience participation, which gives the play an 

interactive side that allows audience members to become actors 

for one night. 

This play was first performed in Madrid at the end of 2013 

and, since then, it has been performed in theaters and learning 

centers all over Spain, receiving great popular acclaim.  

 



 

 



 

 

TEATRO SIN RED and PRODUCCIONES OMIS 

Present: 

 

…or something like that 

 

Directed by: Salvador Requena 

 

CAST: 

Gloria March ………… Katherine 

Jesús Sarmiento ………… Petruccio 
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